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Attractions Close to Brookleigh


Below we detail some of the great attractions close to Brookleigh, which are suitable for children, the distance from Brookleigh, suggested links to the curriculum and further information sources.

Biology/Environmental Science/ Integrated Science: 
The Environmental Component

· Whiteman Park (15 mins) is a unique recreation and conservation reserve that covers nearly 4,000 hectares of natural bushland and leisure facilities. Whiteman Park offers two wonderful education programs – “The Wheels of Change” transport heritage education programs and “Whiteman Wallaby” environmental education programs. www.whitemanpark.com.au 


· Bells Rapids (10 mins) the Bells Rapids area of the Swan River is no doubt the most spectacular and beautiful area in the region. Developers are planning to subdivide approx 1050 acres of forest above Bells Rapids. The development area is surrounded by Walyunga national park to the north, Swan River to the west and rolling waterfalls to the south. Schools might consider putting together an environmental impact assessment for the new development.


· Wandoo Nature Reserve (10 mins) and FR Berry Reserve (20 minutes) have virgin bushland. These represent ideal ecosystems to use as a comparison between natural, agricultural and urban ecosystems. Several vegetation communities exist at F R Berry Reserve including Jarrah/Marri/Wandoo woodlands, Melaleuca (Paperbark) fringed creeklines and granite outcrops containing a great diversity of species. The reserve is also home to several species of rare and priority flora, some of which do not occur anywhere else in the World.


· The Western Swamp Neck Tortoise at Ellenbrook (10 mins) is one of Australia's most endangered reptiles. It has the smallest surviving population of any Australian reptile. This may be an interesting topic to cover for removal of species under biodiversity.

The Earth and Beyond

· The Gingin Discovery Centre (40 minutes). The Gravity Discovery Centre is about humanity and the universe, focusing on our yearning to understand our place in the universe. Their goal is to unleash the joy of finding things out.  All exhibits (and education modules for schools) have been designed to be fun.  www.gdc.asn.au 
The Swan Valley and surrounding areas provide unlimited opportunity to study all aspects of ecology. Further topics that might also be explored at the above destinations and others include, but are not limited to:
· Biodiversity

· Ecosystems and their interactions

· The effects of changes in ecosystems – fire/succession

· Introduced species (rabbits, foxes, Portuguese millipedes, goats, horses, sheep, Patterson’s curse and prickly pear can all be found in the valley)

· Eutrophication

· Managing and conserving ecosystems

Society and Environment and the Swan Valley 


The Swan Valley was one of the first settlements in WA due to its soils and the Swan River. It became the fruit bowl of Perth and today there are many vineyards and small producers. This in turn has lead to a booming Swan Valley tourism industry.  

· Place and Space – looks at the interaction between people and places. How the environment affects human settlement and land use and how people then impact the environment. 
· Culture – History and Culture The Swan Valley region of Perth in Western Australia (WA) is built on a unique history and heritage blending Indigenous, pioneering colonial and southern European roots.
Aboriginal ‘Nyoongar’ Heritage
Nyoongar Aboriginal people of the Wadjuk tribe have inhabited the Swan Valley for at least 40,000 years. 

· European Settlement
Captain James Stirling sighted the Swan Valley in 1827, before the founding of the Swan River Colony and official settlement of Western Australia (WA) in 1829. He quickly realised the valley’s rich soils would sustain settlement. The first agricultural ventures by colonial settlers began in 1829.

· Western Australia’s Oldest Wine Region
Viticulture emerged in the Swan Valley Western Australia (WA) some 178 years ago, making it the oldest wine region in Western Australia. 

· Croatian and Italian Migration
Migrants flocked to the Swan Valley after World War I, again in the 1920s and following World War II. Croatian farmers were among these people and were largely responsible for transforming the Valley from traditional agricultural lands to vineyards. 

· Southern Europeans joined the growing industry, drawing upon the winemaking skills of their homelands to help Swan Valley viticulture flourish. 

· The significant Croatian influence has put the Swan Valley alongside other ethnically-driven Australian wine producing regions, like the German-influenced Barossa Valley.

· Guildford
The history rich village of Guildford Western Australia (WA) was one of three towns established during the founding of the Swan River Colony in 1829. Perth was the administration centre, Fremantle the port and Guildford the market town. Today Guildford is one of only two towns in Perth on the National Trust register and many fine colonial buildings from the township’s earliest days continue to grace the streets.

· Today, self guided heritage walk trails (maps from the Visitor Centre) and museums provide fascinating insights in to the history of the Swan Valley region of Perth, Western Australia (WA), Woodbridge House, Woodbridge (15 mins) – run by the National Trust. 
The building and grounds at Woodbridge on the Swan River have been occupied almost continuously since the property was established in the 19th century. It is associated with several prominent people in Western Australia's history and has been a private home and a school. The buildings are important for their architectural design and innovative features and together with the grounds, they create a wonderful day out for visitors but would be the ideal place to link in to time, continuity and change. 

Time, Continuity and Change – there is so much history in this region. Additionally the area is home to All Saints church (10mins) the oldest church in WA. The Swan Valley Visitor Centre in Guildford (20 mins), housed in the old courthouse, is a useful resource for information and houses historical displays from the local historical society who may also be willing to offer a talk. The old gaol next to the Visitor Centre can be opened for groups with tours given by the Guildford Historical Society. 

Whiteman Park (15 mins) Whiteman Park offers two wonderful series of education programs – “The Wheels of Change” transport heritage education programs and “Whiteman Wallaby” environmental education programs. Covering two of the most important facets of Whiteman Park - transport heritage and the environment, the education programs have been designed to allow students to learn as they play, beyond the classroom.

The programs have been developed to link with the Education Department of Western Australia’s publication: Outcome and Standard Framework, Student Outcome Statements, Overview 1998. There  are education brochures on their website to download.
“The Wheels of Change” Programs
Legs & Loads
Years K – 7. Explore how changes to land transport have transformed lives and shaped communities at Revolutions, our land transport heritage centre. 

All Aboard! You’ve got mail. 
Years K – 5. A unique, interactive ‘living history’ experience aboard a real heritage train where students become the ‘postie’ as they sort mail and luggage between stations on a 6km trip through the Park’s picturesque bushlands.

Tractor Factor
Years K – 12. A tailor-made tour of the Tractor Museum where students see, hear and smell the machinery that played such an important part in the early life of WA. 

Motorvation
Years 3 – 7. Teleport back in time and experience the wonder of transport, from horse drawn carts to the modern day car at the Motor Museum of Western Australia. 

“Whiteman Wallaby” Programs
Touch the Wild 
Years K – 12. A popular excursion that combines a visit to explore Caversham Wildlife Park - home to many farmyard animals, the very Australian ‘Farm Show’, native fauna and birds - with the great picnic and recreational facilities of Whiteman Park. 

Flying High
Years K – 7. Our unique Birds of Prey Flying Display is the only place in Perth where your students can be inspired and amazed by nature’s top predators - owls, kites, falcons and hawks - as they fly around in their natural environment.

**If you would like to meet Australian the Wedge-tailed Eagle, mascot of the West Coast Eagles, please make a request at the time of your booking as she has a busy schedule training for the 2009 footy season! 

Snakes Alive 
Years K – 12. Understand and observe the amazing variety of reptiles that live in Western Australia and handle a live snake if you dare! 

Freshwater Creatures and the Fish Ladder
Years K – 7. An interactive and hands-on look at Whiteman Park’s man-made fish ladder and the fascinating world of macro-invertebrates within Mussel Pool.

Resources – for Geography and Economics

The Swan River provided the resources (soil, vegetation and fauna) for early Indigenous settlement that the Europeans continued. The study of business in this area would be useful in Economics – the production of goods and services. The area is quite diverse with the Malaga industrial area, Midland regional shopping centre, historic Guildford with the railway and its antique and curio shops, the Swan Valley – the oldest Wine region in WA, Bullsbrook a small rural town and Gidgegannup in the Perth Hills. The City of Swan local Government and their Visitor Centre in Guildford has some useful information.   www.cityofswan.com.au
Outdoor Education 
· Camping is available at Brookleigh on request.  Call us for further information.

· The 85 acres at Brookleigh incorporate trails around the property.

· The Swan Valley also has cycle trails and routes. There is a Swan Valley Cycle map available free of charge from the Swan Valley Visitor Centre.

· There is a whole host of walk trails in the area at Bells Rapids, Wandoo Heights, FR Berry Reserve . The Swan Valley Visitor Centre does have some trails guides on some of these walks and many more in the area. Some of the guides are available on line. Contact the Swan Valley Visitor Centre on 08 9379 9400, 9am-4pm, 7days or email visitorcentre@swan.wa.gov.au 

· Canoeing is also possible on the Swan River. Contact the Visitor Centre for details of places that hire canoes.

Art Camp

There are various galleries in the area. One of the best is Gomboc Gallery and Sculpture Park, on 4.5 hectares with sculpture throughout the grounds and art gallery. Great place.  Free entry.     www.gomboc-gallery.com.au  

In terms of art subjects, there are the natural attractions mentioned above, the many historic buildings, as well as Brookleigh itself with the chateau, stables, vineyards, horses, rose gardens, the River. etc
Some further  ideas for Courses of Study

For Year 11 Geography:  study of regions could fit the Swan as a case study.  (Stage 1)

For Year 12 Geography: the area might be useful for sustainable resources and the impact of climate change. (Stage 2 and 3)

For Yr 11 History:  local history is one unit on offer at Stage 1.

For Year 12 History:  Australian History is compulsory either 1880s-1920, 1920s to 1950s or 1950s to 1990s.    

For Year 11 Economics: one topic concerns externalities, which are the things that occur because of production. Studies could involve the negative externalities of using fertilisers in the Swan Valley. 

For Year 12 Econs: Focus in Year 12 is on Australia. One unit deals with international links such as trade. The wine industry and its associated products would be a useful study. One could be tourism.

This is just a selection of ideas we have put together. There are so many more possibilities, limited only by your imagination.

We hope we have tempted you to come and stay at Brookleigh
 and experience all that the region has to offer.

Nikki Brooks, Director, Brookleigh.
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